The Resurrection

THE GREEK. To say that a god can be born of a
woman, carried in her womb, fed upon her breast,
washed as children are washed, is the most terrible
blasphemy*

THE HEBREW. If the Messiah were not born of a
woman he could not take away the sins of man.
Every sin starts a stream of suffering, but the
Messiah takes it all away.

THE GREEK. Every man's sins are his property.
Nobody else has a right to them.

THE HEBREW. The Messiah is able to exhaust
human suffering as though it were all gathered to-
gether in the spot of a burning-glass.

THE GREEK. That makes me shudder. The utmost
possible suffering as an object of worship ! You are
morbid because your nation has no statues.

THE HEBREW, What I have described is what I
thought until three days ago.

THE GREEK. I say that there is nothing in the
tomb.

THE HEBREW. I saw him carried up the mountain
and the tomb shut upon him,

THE GREEK* I have sent the Syrian to the tomb
to prove that there is nothing there.

THE HEBREW. You knew the danger we were all
in and yet you weakened our guard ?

THE GREEK, I have risked the apostles' lives and
117